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A foggy morning along the Nile reveals soldiers patrolling outside one of the many embassies in Cairo. 

Egypt ambivalent on peacekeeping rule  

By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
November 16, 2001 

CAIRO, Egypt -- With Northern Alliance forces and Pashtun tribesmen closing in 
around the Taliban's last remaining strongholds, a growing chorus of voices in the 
Muslim world are supporting the idea of establishing an Islamic peacekeeping force 
in the war-torn country. 

Turkey and Jordan have committed troops to the peacekeeping project, and even Iran 
has praised the idea. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak recently said it would be a 
good idea for the United States to press for a force specifically made up of soldiers 
from Muslim nations in the Middle East. 

But Mubarak has not said whether Egypt would be interested in committing troops to 
the region. His public ambivalence points to the tightrope that Arab leaders must 
walk as they weigh whether they should become involved in a war that has largely 
been seen as a U.S. initiative. 

Public opinion is not united on the issue. While many Egyptians praise the idea of 
having an all-Muslim task force, which would pay heed to the cultural sensitivities of 
the Afghans, some fear that committing troops could make it appear that the United 
States is dictating policy in Cairo. 



"Egypt is not really needed in furnishing troops -- even troops to keep the armies 
from fighting each other," said Mohammed Sayed Ahmed, a political analyst with the 
state-run newspaper Al-Ahram. "The U.S. and other nations have enough troops. The 
Americans want our participation as a symbol of support. But that may be a kind of 
signal that Mr. Mubarak does not want to give." 

Ahmed said it would be very difficult to send troops onto the ground until the United 
States provides definitive proof that Osama bin Laden was the mastermind behind 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks that prompted the U.S. campaign in Afghanistan. 

Although most Egyptians believe bin Laden was at least indirectly behind the attack, 
some – especially in the amorphous mass of poor and lower middle-class collectively 
referred to as "the street" – continue to have doubts, floating a series of conspiracy 
theories pinning the blame on such sources as the CIA, and Israel's spy agency, the 
Mossad. The list of evidence submitted this week to the British Parliament by Prime 
Minister Tony Blair has not swayed the street. 

"To Mr. Mubarak, what's important is how this action will be perceived in the street," 
Ahmed said. "The state is very keen to keep the street in order. Mr. Mubarak wants to 
keep the field clean from people who could provoke violence." 

On the other hand, other Egyptians feel there may never be permanent peace in 
Afghanistan unless soldiers from Egypt and other Muslim nations act as a wedge 
between the varying factions. 

Without a strong peacekeeping force, Afghanistan could face the same situation that 
it did in the early 1990s, after Soviet troops were forced to withdraw. At that time, 
civil war broke out among the various factions of the Northern Alliance, paving the 
way for the fundamentalist Taliban to take control of the country. 

Gia Rashwan, a political consultant with the Al-Ahram Centre for Strategic Studies, 
said he is convinced that Egyptians will eventually support the idea – but only after 
the United States and British bombing campaign ends.  

"The situation on the street has changed in the past four or five days," Rashwan said. 
"People used to see this as a war of U.S. bombers against poor Muslims in villagers. 
Now, it is perceived more as a war of brother against brother, so people are not 
feeling so bad about the American presence." 

Salah Bassiouny, Egypt's former ambassador to the Soviet Union, said having an all-
Muslim peacekeeping force could further resolve Egypt's qualms about the war. "In a 
country that's 99.9 percent Muslim, it doesn't make sense to send in Europeans as 
peacekeepers. You should send people from the Muslim countries of Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East." 

Bassiouny blamed the United States for the Egyptian ambivalence toward 
Afghanistan. "The image of the United States in this war on terror has been horrible," 
he said. "But that's largely because the Bush administration has not done well at 
presenting its case. In World War II, the Korean War, the Gulf War and even the early 
stages of Vietnam, the United States always did a good job at explaining why it was 
entering those conflicts. But in this war on Afghanistan, there was no PR or coalition-
building. Nothing. What do you expect public opinion to be?" 
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Mahmoud Kaled, smoking in Cairo tobacco shop, condemned the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, but also expressed anger at  
the U.S. military strikes in Afghanistan. 

Egyptians wary as Bush prepares  
to unveil plan for Mideast peace 
By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

November 18, 2001 

CAIRO, EGYPT -- As the Bush administration was preparing to offer its first comprehensive proposal 
for peace in the Middle East, Mahmoud Kaled and his friends were sitting in a narrow alleyway in 
Cairo's Khan El-Khalili bazaar, puffing on hookahs and sipping strong Egyptian coffee. 

"I was sick to my stomach when I heard about Sept. 11. Everybody around me felt the same way," 
said Kaled, who works for the Aramco oil company in Saudi Arabia. "But hopefully, America can use 
it as a starting point for a new life, so they can stop and review their strategy and not support the 
Israelis against the Arabs." 

When a newcomer to the group pointed out that the Bush administration was drawing up plans for a 
Palestinian state, the 20-something Kaled simply shrugged and said, "For years, we've heard a lot of 
words. But words are nothing without action." 

Kaled's skepticism is shared by many Arabs. As Israelis nervously anticipate the implications of 
President Bush's peace proposal -- which is slated to be unveiled tomorrow by Secretary of State 
Colin Powell -- many Arabs question whether the current administration has the skill, commitment 
or desire to hammer out any major change. 



"If George Bush really wanted a Palestinian state, why didn't he say anything about it before Sept. 
11?" asked Ibrahim Saher Hariddy, who sells Egyptian artwork to tourists at a shop near the 
pyramids. 

Most Egyptians say they care more about the Palestinian conflict than does Osama bin Laden, whom 
they describe as an interloper who cared little about the conflict until he decided he could use it as an 
excuse to carry out his attack on the United States. 

"If he is so angry with the U.S. for supporting Israel, why didn't bin Laden launch his attack on Tel 
Aviv? If I had a grudge against someone, I would confront him head-on rather than take it out on his 
friend,"Egyptian Gazette writer M. Ali Ibrahim opined last week in a column. 

Nevertheless, the Egyptians feel that if the conflict is resolved it will pull the rug out from under bin 
Laden and other terrorists throughout the region, depriving them of a cause they use to mobilize the 
masses. 

Egyptians' hopes rose last month when Bush announced he would support the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state. That hope soured after Bush refused to shake the hand of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat during a more recent United Nations meeting, instead reaching out to Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. 

"Over the past two decades, Egyptians have always been hoping for the United States to be an honest 
broker, even if they are allied to Israel," said Selah Bassiouyni, a lawyer who leads Egypt's peace 
movement. "But people were furious when he refused to shake hands with someone who was only a 
few meters away." 

After the handshake incident, Egyptian newspapers had a field day attacking the United States as 
kowtowing to the will of the Israeli government. Columns in the state-run newspaper Al-Akhbar said 
Bush's "high-sounding words (about a Palestinian state) were merely a ruse to win over Arab public 
opinion." 

Government officials also offered scathing contrasts between President Bush and previous presidents 
-- particularly Bill Clinton, who devoted much of his time trying to cobble together a comprehensive 
settlement. 

The Egyptians may have had their feelings assuaged somewhat by a delegation from the European 
Union that traveled to Cairo yesterday to assure President Hosni Mubarak that a new wave of 
negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians might be the best chance the region has ever had for 
achieving lasting peace. 

"The United States, as the leading power on Earth, has the power to push the peace process forward," 
said Mustafa Al-Fiqqi, who heads a parliamentary committee on foreign relations. "We hope there 
can be a new chapter in the history of the region." 

  



Cairo turns inward in 
season of good will 
For Egyptians, Ramadan holy month 
pushes war far into the background 

By Dean Calbreath   
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
November 17, 2001 

CAIRO, Egypt -- As the holy month of Ramadan began 
yesterday, small cadres of uniformed officers stood 
guard at the Al-Azhar Mosque as plain-clothes police 
mingled with the crowds looking for troublemakers. 

For weeks, Egyptian officials had worried aloud that 
the public might erupt into protest if the U.S.-led war 
effort in Afghanistan continued into Ramadan, the 
holiest period of the Muslim year. 

Just a month ago, at the onset of the Afghan bombing 
campaign, a crowd of Koran-waving demonstrators at 
Al-Azhar unfurled banners proclaiming, "Jihad is the 
answer!" 

But with the Taliban on the run, Afghanistan seemed 
to be the last thing on the minds of the silent 
worshippers who gathered at the mosque, squatting in 
long rows in front of Sheikh Sayed Tarawi, one of 
Egypt's leading clerics. 

Tarawi said nothing about current events during his 
sermon on the need for charity and self-reflection 
during the month, which celebrates the day the Angel 
Gabriel delivered the Koran to the Prophet Muhammad. 

Tarawi's only reference to the war came in a prayer at the end of the sermon, when he asked Allah to 
grant wisdom to President Hosni Mubarak and other leaders in the Arab world in dealing with the 
troubles in Afghanistan -- a prayer that could easily be seconded by Christians, Jews and others 
throughout the world. 

"The crisis in Afghanistan seems to be ending. Now we can concentrate on Ramadan," said middle-
aged taxi driver Wagih El-Akkad -- perhaps a bit too optimistically -- as he left the crowded mosque. 

A 30-something Internet specialist who declined to give his name said he, too, felt the problems in 
Afghanistan were fading from the public consciousness -- although there is still much anxiety about 
the Middle East. 

"College students still like to protest a lot," he said, referring to the anti-war demonstrations a month 
earlier. "Nearly everybody in Egypt wants peace. But when you get out of college, you realize there 
are more things to worry about -- like finding a good job and a place to live." 
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The narrow street behind the Al-Ahzar Mosque is 
bustling with shoppers and students who use this 
street to reach the Al-Ahzar Islamic School. The 
banner overhead welcomes the coming of Ramadan. 

 



The entire city seemed to be enveloped by the feeling of good will that typically marks the holiday 
season, a monthlong period of fasting. Although no eating, drinking, smoking or sex is permitted 
from dawn to dusk, the evenings are marked by festive banquets. 

"Come eat with us. Ramadan is a time of peace," said Ahmed Suleiman, a volunteer at the Saiyda 
Zeinab Mosque, as he invited a pair of Americans to join the holiday feast. 

On a swath of green carpets on the pavement in front of the mosque, several dozen squatting 
congregants were feasting on sweetened date juice, lentil stew, fresh fruits and vegetables. The 
banqueters smile and shake hands and practice their English with the newcomers, bidding them a 
hearty welcome. "Hello! Welcome!" they say, repeating the two words most commonly heard by 
foreigners in the city -- American or not. 

"We love Americans. But sometimes your government . . . ," Suleiman says, his voice trailing off so as 
not to offer offense on the holiday. 

The banquets are replicated throughout the city -- sometimes on sidewalk carpets but more often in 
multicolored pavilions. Tens of thousands of meals are offered free to the poor as well as to any 
parishioners who don't have time to rush home and cook. "On the first night of Ramadan, not 
everybody stays to eat," said Suleiman, who heads a computer business by day and volunteers at the 
mosque in his spare time. "But by the middle of the month, there are hundreds. It feels like a 
carnival." 

Not everyone, however, is as welcoming to outsiders. Some places of worship, such as the Mustafa 
Mahmoud Mosque, frown on receiving foreigners, fearful that they may portray Islam in a negative 
light -- a fear that is not uncommon in Egypt these days. Not that the Ramadan sermon at the 
mosque was anything threatening. 

"The sermon just encourages people to behave properly," said Ahmed Adel Nor El-Din, a plastic 
surgeon whose volunteer work includes coordinating the mosque's 5,000 or so free meals. 
"Unfortunately, many people make a separation between what they hear in the mosque and what 
they do on the outside, although I suppose that's true throughout the globe." 

Ramadan could not have come sooner for Cairo's merchants, who have been hit hard by the 
worldwide economic slowdown as well as the events of Sept. 11, which slashed tourism throughout 
the region, a major source of income. Despite the downturn, as Ramadan approached, shoppers 
crowded into Cairo's ancient, narrow streets, seeking sweets and produce for their banquets and 
buying multicolored lanterns and other holiday decorations. 

"Business has been very slow for many months, but Ramadan means big, big business," said Abdel 
Hashi, a farmer who had traveled from southern Egypt to peddle his goods at a farmer's market 
along the Nile. His burlap sacks of dates and figs were crammed between stacked crates of apricots, 
lemons and oranges -- all intended for Ramadan banquets. 

Ekbal Baraka, editor of the women's magazine Hawaa, sees a bit of irony in the commercialization of 
Ramadan. "It's very funny what people have made out of this month," she said. "We're supposed to 
spend the entire month in prayer and contemplation and thinking about God. Instead, it's a month of 
banquets. It's so tiring because you haven't eaten anything all day and suddenly you're surprised by a 
huge banquet." 

But Iman Muhamed Hamad, who delivered the sermon at the Saiyda Zeinab Mosque, hopes it is still 
a time when people focus on the positive messages in Islam. Like Sheikh Tarawi's, Hamad's message 
did not mention Afghanistan. His homily instead stressed that the Islam requires many duties of its 
followers, but the most important is to love. 
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Fouzia Abul, an Iraqi woman, starts to cry as she talks about her grandson back home. She 
sends them the little money she earns selling cheap items on the sidewalk of a marketplace 
in the Palestinian camp Al-Baka. 

 
Jordan now key player  

By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
December 12, 2001 

AMMAN, Jordan -- Once a month, Fouzia Abul catches a bus or a taxi in downtown Baghdad and 
takes a thousand-mile ride through the desert to Amman. 

In a Palestinian refugee camp on the outskirts of the Jordanian capital, Abul and other Iraqi peddlers 
squat down at the local bazaar and hawk a variety of Iraqi wares: honey, date juice, "Sumer" 
cigarettes, olive oil. 

"It's hard to come here," Abul says, adding that she goes weeks without seeing her family. She cries 
when she mentions the hardships her grandson is enduring in Baghdad. 

But with the bus trip to Amman costing just $4.50 -- gas is cheaper than water in Iraq -- the chance 
of making money in Jordan is too lucrative to pass up. Abul makes enough to send a weekly 
allowance to her grandson, making up for the fact that the boy's father can't find a job in poverty-
stricken Iraq. 

Iraq's business ties to Jordan go well beyond the presence of peddlers in the local bazaar. 

Amman is the closest place where Iraqi businessmen can safely invest their money. The largest 
construction project in the city -- a massive office, retail and apartment tower -- is being built by 



Iraqi businessmen with ties to Saddam Hussein. Iraq is also building a $325 million pipeline capable 
of bringing 250,000 barrels of oil a day into Jordan. 

At a time when Jordan is reeling under 13 percent unemployment, such strong business ties are 
crucial. Iraq's investments are one reason why Jordan -- one of the United States' key allies in the 
region -- gets a little uneasy when the White House hints it might go after Saddam Hussein. When 
the United States attacked Iraq during the Gulf War, it threw Jordan into an economic tailspin from 
which it is just beginning to recover. 

In the past couple of years, the United States has been trying to boost its own trade with Jordan, 
which would make it less dependent on Iraq. Trade between Jordan and the U.S. should get a major 
boost on Monday, when a free-trade deal between the two countries takes effect. Only three other 
nations -- Mexico, Canada and Israel -- enjoy such status, although such nations as Chile, Egypt, 
Turkey and Morocco are vying to join the list. 

Access to U.S. 

"This deal is going to give us easy access to the U.S.," exudes Reem Badran, who heads the Jordan 
Investment Board in Amman. "Hopefully, we'll be seeing a lot more investment coming through 
Jordan to get to Arab markets." 

But Badran warns that it could be a while before the United States replaces Iraq as the country's 
No. 1 trading partner. 

"Jordanians are very close to both Syria and Iraq," he says. Syria has also been mentioned as a 
potential target of the U.S. war on terrorism. "The message that President Bush gives is that we're 
either against your enemies or we're against you. That's not a beneficial message, either for us or for 
the United States." 

The trade talks show how important trade relationships can be in power politics. In Jordan, trade is 
not only being used to boost relations with the United States, but also with Israel. 

To a large extent, Jordan's relationship with Iraq is determined more by geography than political 
affinities. Jordan has long served as Iraq's western gateway. The constant stream of goods passing 
across Jordan to Iraq helped create a large number of service firms in Amman. 

More importantly, Iraq sells oil to Jordan at greatly subsidized prices. Iraqi oil helps Jordan save 
$700 million in a year on fuel, representing 10 percent of gross domestic product. 

"This is a vital need for Jordan," says Samer Tawil, secretary general of the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 

Jordan's trade with Iraq fell sharply during the Gulf War. And Jordan was hurt even harder when 
Iraq started trading oil for food in 1996. That barter system made Iraq a more lucrative market for 
other nations than Jordan. And it allowed Iraq to cut its dependence on Jordanian suppliers. 

By 1997, Jordan was building entries into other markets: signing free-trade agreements with the 
European Union and several Arab nations, sending trade missions to China and Southeast Asia, and 
creating a free-trade zone in Aqaba. 

But the market with the greatest potential was the United States. As recently as 1998, the United 
States was buying only $16 million of Jordanian goods a year, compared with $96 million purchased 
by Iraq. 



The first U.S. initiative, begun by the Clinton administration, was designed to cement political ties 
between Jordan, the United States and Israel. The idea was to reward Jordan for being a reliable 
partner in the peace process -- and to encourage it to take more risks. 

More trade important 

Clinton's trade representative, Charlene Barchefsky, warned that without more trade, there would be 
"lost opportunities for governments to find common interest and, ultimately, the persistence of 
political tensions and suspicions." 

In April 1998, Jordan began setting up a half dozen industrial zones that can export goods tariff-free 
to the United States -- as long as at least 8 percent of the components used in the products come 
from Israel. 

"It was felt that if we could have good business relations between the two countries, we could develop 
better political relations," Badran says. "So far it's worked." 

Since the Jordan-Israeli industrial zones were inaugurated, Jordan's exports to the United States 
have quadrupled, hitting $69 million in 2000. The United States is projected to buy $211 million in 
goods from Jordan this year -- doubling the projected purchases from Iraq. But because of Iraq's 
half-billion dollar yearly sale of oil to Jordan, Iraq continues to dominate in terms of total trade. 

Trade should rise even faster when the free-trade agreement kicks in, although fears about Sept. 11 
have made some U.S. businessmen jittery about investing anywhere in the Middle East. 

At the request of the Jordanian government, U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm wrote a letter to the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce to allay such worries. 

"I hope that you and your members will take a good look at the exciting possibilities" in Jordan, 
Gnehm wrote in October. He added that Jordan was "providing invaluable support to rid the war on 
terrorism." 

Despite Jordan's growing economic ties with the United States, it's doubtful that Jordan's reliance on 
Baghdad will disappear any time soon. 

"The relationship between Jordan and Iraq is still very strategic," says trade official Tawil. "Iraq is 
the largest market neighboring us. And there are a large number of Iraqi businessmen in Jordan, 
who employ a large number of Jordanians." 
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Fourth grade teacher Don'a Matar laughs at an answer from a student in Amman.  

 

Noted Arab women work to foster respect 
By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
November 21, 2001 

AMMAN, Jordan -- In a small elementary school in the hills of Amman, Don'a Matar is doing 
something that women in Afghanistan have been prevented from doing for years: teaching. 

Matar teaches a class of fourth-graders the four R's: reading, writing, arithmetic and religion. 

As in many schools in Amman, all of the teachers in Matar's school are women. 

"Teaching is much more popular for women than men," she said. 

At Matar's school, each of the teachers keeps her head covered. That is a personal choice rather than 
a matter of government policy in a country where devout Muslim women often go uncovered. Even 
though women and men are separated when they go to the mosque, nobody sees anything wrong 
with women teaching the Koran to youngsters in classrooms. 

"Here, a woman can do whatever she wants to, as long as she's got the right qualifications," said 
Matar, who originally wanted to be a doctor but turned to teaching after failing the qualifying tests. 
"There was nothing about being a woman that kept me from being a doctor. It was just the tests." 

Jordan is an example of the broad spectrum of the treatment of women in the Muslim world. At a 
time when burqa-enshrouded women were prohibited from making noise on the streets of 
Afghanistan, Jordanian women were holding such high ranks as minister of industry and trade and 
minister of social development. Three women sit in the 80-member parliament. 



Four Muslim countries -- Turkey, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia -- have had female prime 
ministers, outpacing many Western nations. Such nations as Egypt, Lebanon and Syria offer women 
broad political and employment rights. 

Egypt guarantees working women three months of paid maternity leave, up to six years of unpaid 
child-care leave and the right to shift to part-time employment "to enable them to reconcile conjugal 
obligations with work responsibilities." 

Some Muslim nations -- particularly those surrounding the Persian Gulf -- continue to severely limit 
women's rights. 

In Kuwait, a recent promise by the 
prince to grant full political rights by 
2002 was shot down by the National 
Council, one of the first times in 
history that the advisory body said no 
to the ruling prince. Saudi Arabia's 
veiled women still are barred from 
driving automobiles or entering most 
professions.  

"Saudi Arabia for us is like the 
Vatican," said Ekbal Baraka, an 
Egyptian feminist who edits the 
women's magazine Hawaa, which 
translates as Eve. "It's a sacred place 
and the women are like nuns. The 
Saudis cannot change since they fear 
they'll risk losing their position as the 
leaders of the Muslim world."  

In a cluttered office in a musty 
building far from the heart of Cairo, 
Baraka uses her magazine to push for greater rights. Her magazine mixes articles on cooking and 
fashion with criticism of Islamic militancy and the oppression of the Taliban. 

"I hate the Taliban," Baraka said. "I could kill them for what they did to women." 

Baraka has a personal grudge against fundamentalists. In college, her daughter repeatedly was 
confronted by fundamentalists who told her that unless she put on a veil she never would be a good 
Muslim and never would go to paradise. 

"It was ridiculous, of course," she said. "She's a very good Muslim and prays regularly. Nowhere in 
the Koran does it say women need to wear the veil. But every day she was approached by students 
who gave her pamphlets saying, 'Oh, my sister, be true to Islam and put on the veil.' She finally 
stopped it by ripping up the pamphlets." 

Although women in Egypt and other nearby nations have made advances in business and politics, 
that does not always translate into respect in social settings. 

Jordanian homes are reminiscent of the United States in the 1950s. After cooking dinner, women 
typically retreat to the kitchen as the men smoke cigarettes and talk politics in the living room. 
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Ekbal Baraka, editor-in-chief of the feminist magazine "Hawaa" or 
"Eve," said that the same Allah that Muslim extremists believe 
imposes restrictions on lifestyle, is the one that gave women equality 
in many aspects of life -- including the right to divorce. She said she 
thinks life for women is getting better for women in Egypt. 

 



"I'm not used to expressing my views among men," a female college student said, explaining why she 
declines to join the men's conversation. 

In Egyptian bazaars, storekeepers often treat women as if they were not there, preferring to deal with 
their husbands instead. "Don't even talk," a storekeeper might snap angrily. "This is just between us 
men!" 

Some Muslim women -- particularly in the well-educated upper reaches of society -- are trying to 
improve the status of women. 

Several days before U.S. first lady Laura Bush and her British counterpart, Cherie Blair, began 
pressing for greater women's rights in Afghanistan, women from throughout the Arab world, led by 
nearly a dozen first ladies, gathered in Cairo to launch an Arab Women's Organization to push for 
women's rights. 

Suzanne Mubarak, wife of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, said Arab nations should do more to 
enforce existing laws on women's rights. Queen Rania of Jordan touted her government's programs 
to help single mothers and other women establish businesses, ranging from dress-making to dairy 
operations. 

Suha Arafat, whose husband, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, often criticizes the West, suggested 
that women should study the achievements that women have made in developed nations. 

"Wherever they are, women should be given the same chance as their fathers or brothers so they can 
succeed," Suha Arafat said. "We have to reshape the public opinion on women's issues, to reflect the 
role of women not only as mother and wife, but also as a partner in production and political activity." 

The Arab women's conference itself was an example of why it has been so hard to have region-wide 
progress on women's rights. The more progressive countries in the region are reluctant to criticize 
their neighbors for fear of provoking a backlash. The traditionalist nations do their best to ward off 
any change. 

At the onset of the three-day summit, Sheikha Latifa Al-Fahd Al-Sabah, the first lady of Kuwait, set 
the tone by urging the group to be "respectful of the laws of each country" and refrain from 
interfering in internal affairs. 

While Al-Sabah said that women should be "protected from backwardness and attempts to keep 
them at home," her own initiative on women's rights was to have women become more effective 
mothers and keep their children away from drugs. 

Sheikha Sabika bin Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, the wife of the emir of Bahrain, said that women should 
prevent their children from being attracted to terrorism, and instead concentrate on the more 
positive messages of the Koran. 

Despite the division between the two camps, Hawaa editor Baraka described the summit as "one of 
the most important steps taken by women in this region of the world. It used to be that these women 
were just beautiful ladies who dressed very nobly before going to some charity group to cut ribbons. 
Now they're more active than ever before in at least discussing women's rights." 
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At a social service office run by the Palestinian National Authority, manager Kaher Awwed 
(left) explains to several needy men and women that he has run out of assistance money.  

Bethlehem now a land of martyrs and poverty  
Spirit of peace hard to find as tourism shrivels, death toll rises 

By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
November 24, 2001 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank -- In this little town associated with the words "Peace 
on earth, good will to men" there was little peace or good will as U.S. negotiators 
prepared for the latest drive to settle the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Last month, Israeli tanks supported by Apache helicopters rumbled through the 
city to quell protests after the killing of three Palestinian leaders linked to terrorist 
acts -- including Atef Abayat, who was on Israel's most wanted list. 

By local counts, more than 20 Palestinians were killed during the 10-day incursion. 

For the residents of Gilo in Jerusalem, a Jewish neighborhood built on contested 
land that overlooks Bethlehem, the clampdown came just in time. Palestinians in 
Bethlehem had been firing mortar shells at homes and apartment buildings, and 
they were getting uncomfortably close. 

"One mortar shell destroyed a car, another landed in our schoolyard," said one 
young mother. "Fortunately, no one was hurt. But it gets scary when something 
like that lands in a schoolyard." 

But for Palestinians, who believe neighborhoods like Gilo and settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza are encroaching on their land, the battle added a couple 
dozen martyrs in the 14-month intifada, an insurrection that has taken at least 720 



Palestinian and 188 Israeli lives. 

The walls along Bethlehem's narrow 
alleyways radiating from Manger Square, 
revered as the birthplace of Jesus, were 
plastered with tattered posters showing the 
images of the dead, brandishing such 
weapons as assault rifles, pistols and hand 
grenades. One young man on a poster holds 
a Koran with one hand and an M-16 with the 
other. A thickly bearded man holds a rifle in 
each hand. 

The posters were surrounded by long 
scrawls of blood-red graffiti. 

"We swear that for every Palestinian killed, 
we will kill two Israelis," reads a typical 
message, punctuated with the image of a 
gun. 

At a falafel shop half a block away from the 
square, three friends swapped stories of the 
incursion. Assam Barakat, who owns a 
clothing shop a few doors down the 
cobblestone street, complained of how he 
was trapped in his parents' house for more than a week -- separated from his 
pregnant wife -- for fear that the Israelis might shoot at him if he walked down the 
street. 

Barakat's brother Munir, who runs an office-supply shop, complained about how 
much time it takes to get to his company's outpost in Ramallah. Before 
the intifada, he said, the drive took 25 minutes. Now it takes at least an hour and a 
half because of a series of Israeli checkpoints aimed at intercepting suicide 
bombers. 

In his most recent trip, he left Bethlehem at 6 a.m. and got to Ramallah at 1 p.m. 
He spent the night in Ramallah, since it would have taken too long to drive back. 

"Listen, I don't need the Al Aqsa mosque," he said, referring to the Islamic holy site 
in Jerusalem, a longtime flash point between Palestinians and Israelis. "If they 
divide that up between all the Palestinians, I would happily give my tiny share to 
the Israelis, as long as I get the right to live free. All I want is to be able to live free. 
I want to be the kind of guy who doesn't have to hear his son say, 'Daddy, please 
take me someplace safe to stay.' " 

The wall of his shop was adorned with a 2002 calendar of Abayat, whose death 
touched off the incursion. Abayat, who made Israel's most wanted list after being 
accused of killing an Israeli mother of three, is shown armed to the hilt, with a 
grenade peering out above his rifle. 

"But look at that face," said one brother. "It is too young and innocent to do any 
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A young boy sits on a Bethlehem 
sidewalk near Nativity Square , next to 
posters of suicide attackers. 



harm." 

 

The intifada has sharply cut into business in Bethlehem. In the past, Manger Square 
was crowded with Christian pilgrims and other tourists, as well as hordes of 
souvenir peddlers selling postcards and camels made of olive wood. 

This week, Manger Square was largely empty, save for a tour group from Japan 
and a few travelers from Scandinavia. The streets were virtually deserted not long 
after sunset, partly because of the lack of tourists and partly because the locals 
have grown afraid of walking around after dark. 

Jamal Nashash, who runs a souvenir shop, said he's losing $500 a day, forcing him 
to dip into savings, lay off employees and seek bank financing to stay in business. 

"Last year, the year of the millennium, we were planning for there to be about 
three times as many tourists as usual," Nashash said. "I bought lots of souvenirs 
for the flood of tourists. But now, with Israeli roadblocks making it harder for 
tourist buses to get here, I'm getting only about 1 percent of what I used to. This 
hasn't been good for anybody, Muslims or Jews." 

The unemployment rate in Bethlehem -- estimated at 13 percent and rising -- has 
sharply increased the level of poverty, making it a potential breeding ground for 
terrorists. 

At a social service office run by the Palestinian National Authority, scores of 
residents, mostly women, jostled each other as they crowded into a narrow 
hallway, hoping to get welfare checks that will allow their families to eat for 
another week. 

"I've been waiting here since 6 a.m. Please give us some help. We want to go 
home!" one woman shouted, three hours into her wait. Another woman, spotting a 
pair of foreigners in the area, said in English, "Please help me." 

An aid worker, trying to quell the crowd, shouted, "You all must stop this noise. If 
you don't stop you won't get any money." The volume diminished, but the 
murmuring continued. 

Sitting at a desk beneath the beaming image of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
Kaher Awwed distributed monthly checks of 96 shekels -- roughly $24 -- per 
person in each family, which is barely enough to cover their basic needs. 

"These people don't even have any flour to make bread to eat," he said. "When 
there are no jobs, there is no money. Everybody's very hungry." 

Awwed blamed Israel for the rising poverty. 

"Many people here have jobs in Israel, but they have not been able to get to them 
because of all the troubles," he said. Others, of course, might have a differing 
viewpoint, since the Israeli incursion would not have occurred were it not for the 
repeated mortar attacks on Israeli civilians. 



Nevertheless, as life gets harder for the residents of Bethlehem, the groundwork is 
being laid for a new generation of violence. In the Catholic-sponsored Bethlehem 
University, most students have close friends or family members who have been 
arrested, wounded or killed during the intifada. 

"The Israelis shot at our house last month and the tanks kept going back and forth 
on our street," said Rania Shomali, clutching a Shakespearean play that she is 
studying in her English class. 

"I have a little brother, 14 years old, who told me, 'If they kill me, tell my girlfriend 
I loved her.' I cried when he told me that." 

But while many mourn the loss of their fellow Palestinians, few show any empathy 
to the Israeli civilians who have died during the intifada. 

"When I hear that a bomb has gone off in Tel Aviv, I am glad," said Sarab Dana. 
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Iman Mahmoud Jawarish said she would be proud if her daughter, Sara, 10 (left), became a suicide bomber to  
kill Israelis. Last year, Jawarish’s 14-year-old son was killed by the Israelis during a stone-throwing incident.  
 

'I'd like to die. I want to die.'  
Amid landscape of grief, despair, Palestinians  
as young as 10 ready to join suicide bombers 

By Dean Calbreath  
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 
November 28, 2001 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank -- At the age of 10, Sara Jawarish is ready to die. Or, rather, she is ready to blow 
herself up and bring down some Israelis with her. 

Little more than a year ago, Sara's 14-year-old brother, Moayed, was killed by the Israeli army during a 
stone-throwing incident. Now, she'd like to avenge his death, even if it means her death. 

"I'd like to die. I want to die," she says, sitting in her living room with several family members and a 
neighborhood friend. "I want to go to Israel and search for (Israeli Prime Minister Ariel) Sharon and make 
a bomb and make an explosion so we would both die." 

A 15-year-old neighbor, who gives her name as Amani, nods enthusiastically as Sara talks. Amani says she, 
too, is ready to die in a suicide bombing. 

What's more amazing than how the girls feel -- which could be written off as childhood fantasy -- is the way 



Sara's mother reacts. Instead of scolding the girls and telling them how precious their young lives are, 
Iman Mahmoud Jawarish smiles and nods approvingly. 

"I'd be very happy if my daughter killed Sharon," she says. "Of course, that would be hard since he has so 
much security around him."  

But what if her daughter decided not to kill Sharon, but 
instead to follow the route of many suicide bombers and 
blow herself up in the midst of a crowd of Israeli civilians? 

"Even if she killed two or three Israelis, I would be happy. 
If I catch any Israeli, I'll kill him." 

Even if they were innocent of any wrongdoing? Even if 
they were children? 

 "Our children are also innocent. They also don't deserve 
to die. But they do." But how would she feel about her 
daughter killing herself? 

"I've already lost one child. I've already had my grief. 
Losing another child would not be so much different." 

Whether Sara and Amani fulfill their death wishes, their 
eagerness to die is an example of the extreme hatred that 
most Palestinian Muslims harbor against the Israelis -- 
and an example of the large hurdles that U.S. negotiators 
will face as they try to bring Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority back to the peace table. 

Since the Palestinian intifada, or insurrection, began 14 
months ago, there have been more than 100 suicide bomb 
attempts -- or about one every four days. 

Not all bombers have reached their targets, with many 
being arrested or exploding themselves prematurely. But 
the bombs that have hit the mark have been devastating. 

In June, a Palestinian walked into the Dolphinarium disco in Tel Aviv, sidled up to a group of young 
women -- reportedly picking them out because he wanted to prevent them from giving birth to Jewish 
babies -- and touched off a bomb that killed 21 bystanders. In August, a bomber hit Sbarro's pizzeria in 
Jerusalem, killing 15. This week, a bomber blew himself up in the Gaza Strip, injuring two Israeli 
policemen. 

As he sits in the Jawarish family's living room, Kaher Awwed, a social worker with the Palestinian 
Authority in Bethlehem, suggests that one reason Palestinians are willing to commit suicide is they feel 
they have nothing else to live for. 

"There's no good housing here, little food, no work," he says. "The kind of person who does this is very 
angry. Every morning and evening is the same for him. In the past, nobody could strap explosives to their 
body. But now they don't have a life. And some of them have wives, brothers or sisters who have been killed 
by the Israelis." 

PEGGY PEATTIE / Union-Tribune 
Iman Mahmoud Jawarish talked about her son 
Moayed, 14, whose picture dominates the wall. 
Moayed was killed a year ago when Israeli soldiers 
opened fire on a group of stone-throwing boys.  



The Jawarish family, for instance, lives in a refugee settlement that is among the poorest sections of 
Bethlehem. Their home was so damaged in firefights between Palestinian gunmen and the Israelis that 
they had to move into a neighbor's house. 

Sara's father, Osama Ali Jawarish, is a plumber whose business has declined steadily since the intifada. Now 
the family relies on several Muslim organizations, including the extremist group Hamas, for financial aid. 

But Awwed's explanation for the bombings -- offered as he uncritically listens to Sara unveil her suicide 
plans -- does not always hold true. 

The hijackers on Sept. 11, for instance, were well-educated, well-paid and presumably had never been 
harmed by Israel, since they resided in such lands as Egypt and Saudi Arabia. A recent poll conducted by 
the Palestinian Center for Public Opinion showed that 76 percent of Palestinians -- not just the poor and 
destitute -- support the idea of suicide bombings. 

In a poll taken last year, an overwhelming majority supported suicide attacks against the United States. 

"It is interesting that the support for American targets among intellectuals reached 77 percent, compared 
to 70 percent among illiterates," said a story last November in Al Hayat Al Jadida, the official news organ of 
the Palestinian Authority. 

Many Israelis fear that the Palestinians' willingness to sacrifice children hints at cultural differences that 
could make a lasting peace agreement hard to achieve. 

"It's not just a few loony tunes who believe in this," says Eve Harow, who lives in an Israeli settlement 
overlooking Bethlehem. "It's the entire nation. What makes anybody think they're going to stop and be 
somehow different if Israel goes back to its 1967 borders?" 

The idea of suicide bombing increasingly is finding resonance with the young people of the educated 
Palestinian middle class. 

In the crowded corridors and quiet gardens of Bethlehem University, where many of the upper crust are 
educated, students say they are sympathetic toward the bombers, even though they stop short of saying 
they will take that final step themselves. 

"The Israelis are an occupying force," says Emerbat Mervat Al-Amairel, a student of English who keeps her 
hair covered in traditional Muslim fashion. "You can't say they're an innocent people. They deserve any 
kind of resistance we can give." 

Al-Amairel nods approvingly as a friend, Sarab Dana, says she rejoices when she hears of a suicide 
bombing. Dana was one of many students who demonstrated in favor of Osama bin Laden after Sept. 11. 

"People say that Palestinian mothers don't love their children because they let them go into the streets and 
expose themselves to violence. But our mothers raise us to love us and to love our land. When we go into 
the streets, we're expressing our love for our land and honoring what our mothers have taught us. We don't 
call it terrorism. We call it fighting for our land," Dana said. 

But the willingness of Palestinian mothers to let their children die mystifies Israelis. 

"The notion that you could hate somebody more than you love your own life -- or your child's life -- is 
totally foreign to any of us," says Laura Kam Issacharoff, public information director with the Anti-
Defamation League in Jerusalem. "You can possibly understand it from the perspective of a young girl who 



wants to avenge her brother. But how can a mother sit by and approve of that?" 

Issacharoff says "there's no question that there's a major feeling of despair among the Palestinians. But 
what also makes a difference is the incitement that they get everywhere -- in the newspapers, in schools, on 
television." 

Palestinian textbooks challenge students to battle Israel at as young an age as possible. A history book for 
sixth-graders, for instance, requires an essay on "What role can I play to support the national resistance 
movement against the occupiers and colonialists?" 

A sixth-grade grammar book, titled "Our Beautiful Language," contains a poem that promotes dying as a 
martyr: "I will take my soul in my hand and toss it into the abyss of death. . . . The honorable soul has two 
objectives: Achieving death and honor." 

But Sara does not need such incitement to contemplate suicide. The death of her brother has had a 
devastating effect on her family. And her brother has been turned into a hero worthy of emulation. 

Last November, Moayed was leaving his school with several friends when some of them -- it's not clear 
whether Moayed participated -- began throwing stones at Israeli troops. When the Israelis opened fire, 
most of the boys scattered, but Moayed fell to the ground. 

Iman Jawarish was watching Bethlehem TV, which was broadcasting the event live, when she saw her son 
being carried lifeless down the street on a stretcher. Later, she went to the morgue to see her son. 

A huge portrait of Moayed hangs above the couch. Smaller photos are strategically placed throughout the 
room. Over a shelf of knickknacks hangs a childlike painting showing Moayed's face superimposed on a 
map of Israel and the West Bank. Above the face is a single word scrawled in blood-red Arabic: "Why?" 

While Iman Jawarish's grief is understandable, her encouragement of her children's violent dreams is not. 
She recounts how her youngest son, Mohamed, 8, used to cry and run away when he saw Israeli soldiers 
after Moayed's death. 

Nowadays, she says with pride, Mohamed asks for a gun so he can kill Israelis. 


